THE VETERINARY RECORD 


H Weekly Journal 


for the Profession. 


Epirep sy WILLIAM HUNTING, F.R.C.V.S. 


No. 118. 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11, 18go. 


Vou. III. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


A full report of the Quarterly Meeting of Council 
held on October 1st will be found to occupy a great 
deal of our space this week. It affords many points 
of interest. The result of the * Fitzwygram” Prize 
Competition is disclosed, and we can but wonder at 
the alacrity displayed in getting the names of the 
winners published in October when the examinations 
only took place last June. 

The Registration Committee are gradually sur- 
mounting the difficulties thrust upon them by the 
Act of 1881. Prosecutions have been dismissed first 
on one and then another frivolous technical objec- 
tion. These will in future be guarded against. 
One case is down for prosecution in which right to 
use the word “ veterinary ” will be determined. 

Professor Axe had to complain that owing to the 
indecisive and irregular action of the Council on the 
Matriculation question some students had been lost 
to the Royal Veterinary College. Then Professor 
Walley had also to complain that a motion of his 
had been allowed to be almost forgotten through 
being sent to a Committee. Verily our Committees 
stand much in need of reform. 

Professor Walley’s proposal, that the Royal Col- 
lege should establish prizes either in the form of 
Scholarships or Bursaries to encourage the best 
students to continue study or pursue some scientific 
research, was referred to a select committee. The 
necessity of some action in this direction has lately 
been recognised in various quarters. The National 
Veterinary Association carried a resolution to set aside 
£20 per annum to be devoted to assisting men in 
original research. The Central Veterinary Society 
have also a proposal before them to grant a sum 
of money to the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons as a nucleus for a prize fund. The ques- 
tion is whether these different efforts are best com- 

bined or left to the action of each body, 


The next subject was a resolution to appoint 
a Committee “to embody and define the changes 
required” in a new charter. Since Mr. Kidd 
proposed a somewhat similar motion last year the 
Council has quite altered its position on this ques- 
tion. Then it refused to entertain it for a 
moment—now it accepts almost in silence the 
appointment of a Committee “to embody and de- 
fine the changes required. This is important, as 
some men seemed to think the reference was only 
4 general one which possibly might be answered, 
after a sham consideration, in the usual words 


“your Committee beg to report that they see no 
reason for a new charter, and advise the Council 
not to entertain the matter.” We huve now ad- 
vanced a step—the principle is granted, and only 
the ways and means are for further considera- 
tion. If there were still a majority of the Coun- 
ci! opposed to the principle of the resolution they 
would of course have rejected it without further 
waste of time. It was carried by thirteen votes 
to one, but these numbers must not be taken to 
represent the proportions of the Council for and 
against a new Charter. There are, roughly speak- 
ing, seven strongly in favour of it and seven 
strongly opposed to it—leaving sixteen neutral 
votes who are reserving their opinions, and will 
doubtless be influenced by the attitude taken up 
by the profession at large. Those members who 
are in favour of making our Charters intelligible, 
who wish to see our Council really representative, 
who would abolish the Ninth Clause, and who 
would guard against our Examining Body becom- 
ing the master of the Council, must all pull to- 
gether and spare no effort until the Council has 
finally determined to have a new Charter. 


Only one member of the Council openly opposed 
the resolution, and his remarks are worth a little 
attention. Mr. Jas. Simpson is one of the few men 
who have the courage to always state clearly their 
convictions. Usually he possesses the tact to do 
this in a way which shall ruffle no prejudices, and 
when he is obliged to administer a pill he is careful 
that the ingredients are sugar-coated. On this 
occasion however he discarded subterfuge, and 
boldly enunciated his opinions. We admire 
courage. Horatius holding the bridge is one of our 
ideal heroes. We alse admire discretion, and have 
always thought that Ajax defying the lightning was 
not a very edifying sight. Mr. Jas. Simpson defying 
the veterinary profession is, we are afraid, more 
suggestive of Ajax than Horatius. 

It will be remembered that at the Annual General 
Meeting of the Profession in May last, a resolution 
was carried to the effect that the Council be called 
upon to consider the subject of a New Charter. 
This resolution the Council recognised, but Mr. 
Simpson moved to put it aside as a bad precedent. 
He thought that the Annual Meeting had no business 
to pass resolutions, and if they did so the Council 
should severely snub them for such wilful conduct. 
Perhaps Mr. Simpson will also object to the action 
of the Veterinary Societies who have been consider- 
ing the New Charter, and when their views are 
laid before the Council, decline to allow them any 
weight or standing. Such a line is not illogical— 
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Silence the Annual General Meeting, ignore the 
Local Societies, and the Council is safe behind the 
Ninth Clause which has effectually muzzled the 
member. But even this line of defence cannot with- 
stand the elector. Members still have votes, and 
they only need to really wake up and exact a pledge 
from their Candidates to effect any reform the 
majority require. Mr. Simpson says the agitation 
for anew charter is only an electioneering dodge. 
He imagines that a few men are able to impress the 
Societies and the practitioners with a false idea, and 
that the desire for progress is not widely and 
honestly felt but only artificially sustained." We 
think he will soon be undeceived. Our practitioners 
know what they want, and have now determined to 
have it. Only the cares of practice have made 
them inert and inattentive to their rights. At 
next election they will have an opportunity of 
proving whether they are honestly desirous of pro- 
gressing with the times. or whether they prefer to 
accept the position of dumb creatures unworthy to 
take any part in the guidance of their profession. 


The Committee to which the consideration of the 
details of a New Charter is entrusted consists of the 
whole Council. This is a curious arrangement, but 
one which was accepted to save time and to ensure 
the adoption of the motion, Everyone knows that 
a useful working committee should be small in num- 
bers, and should consist of men who possess special 
knowledge of the subject. We have made our Com- 
mittee as large as possible. but perhaps it is not 
altogether a disadvantage, for its decision will be 
practically the decision of the Council. A section of 
the Council attempted a rather neat tactical move. 
They proposed that the reference should be to the 
Parliamentary Committee-—to a body of gentlemen, 
nearly every one of whom has expressed an opinion 
adverse to any new charter being wanted. If this 
move had been snecessful the Charter question 
would have been buried for another year—in the 
opinion of its opponents, but they entirely mis- 
calculate, The question is nut again to be forced 
into the background. ‘The practitioner all over the 
country is determined to have his rights restored 
and he sees clearly that the Council must do his 
bidding, if only he fills up his voting paper properly. 
If the opposition be continued we must form a 

“ Charter League,” so that all our efforts may be 
organised, and concentrated upon this one point. 
What the Farriers’ Company has do 
towards the Registration no 
Apparently no rules have yet been drawn up por 
any decision arrived at as to the extent or kind of 
test to be applied to candidates. This we gather 
from the remarks of Dr. Fleming and Mr. Cox at 
the Council meeting. Both these gentlemen are 
members of the joint-committee, and both wished to 
send, in the name of the Royal College of Veterinar 
Surgeons, a set of suggestions to the Farrier’s Cae: 
pany. which the Council very properly declined to 
accept. If these suggestions at alli express the 
feelings of our Committee we are quite satisfied that 
they do not express the feelings of the profession, 


CASES AND ARTICLES. 


SHOULDER (?) LAMENESS 
By R. C. Irvine, F.R.C.V.S. 


The drawing of a “dropped” shoulder which 
illustrated the article by Mr. Byerley in a recent 
issue of The Record suggests that very similar 
symptons accompany more than one condition of the 
fore extremity. Mr. Byerley found on post-mortem 
examination a fractured rib, and a friend of mine 
told me, before the case appeared in The Record, 
of a similar lesion having been found in a horse 
which had shewn almost identical symptoms. At 
any rate the shoulder was dropped in a manner just 
such as Mr. Byerley sketched. 

My own experience leads me to associate such a 
condition with some lesion of the elbow. In three 
cases—two in horses and one in a bull—lI found 
ulceration of the elbow joint. In some other cases 
in which the animals made a good recovery no post- 
mortem enabled me to determine positively what 
lesion had occurred. These cases of “ dropped” 
shoulder are not uncommon in London. Cab and 
omnibus horses seem the chief victims, and the acci- 
dent usually occurs on slippery pavements. The 
history given by the drivers does not include falls, 
but is always credited to a slip in pulling up. I 
believe that in nearly every case the lesion is to be 
found in the triceps-eatensor-hrachii, or in the parts 
to which it is attached. Sprain of this muscle is 
followed by inability to keep the leg in its normal 
position—the elbow and humerus are not sustained, 
and they “drop” because the muscle is powerless to 
sustain any weight. Of course a similiar condition 
obtains when the attachments of the muscle are in- 
jured, as in fracture or displacement of the olecranon. 

The appearance of the shoulder in these cases is 80 
peculiar that I cannot help thinking it is diagnostic 
of a specific lesion, and that it is often wrongly 
interpreted. I do not argue that the extensor -brachit 
is always sprained, but I do say that if it is not, then 
we must look to the part to which it is attached. In 
other words, I believed that a “ dropped ” shoulder 18 
indicative of some lesion affecting either the upper 
border of the scapular, the olecranon process of the 
ulnar, or the muscle which connects these parts, 40 
thus preserves the normal angle formed between the 
scapula and the humerus, 

Very often we see such cases treated as if the 
lesion were one affecting the muscle forming the 
point of the shoulder. I do not think that injury © 
the levator-humeri, or to the flexor-brachii, causes 
such symptoms, and yet it is not uncommon to =. 
the region of the scapulo-humeral articulation blis- 
tered. It is important that our diagnosis shoul 
correct, and I write more to elicit discussion 4” the 
interchange of experienve than to 
confess [ am by no means positive about the a 
nosis I have adopted, but it is in accordance ¥' 
my experience, and it seems quite reconcilable Ww! 


what we know of the function of the parts ate d 
I confess I cannot’ see how a broke 
give rise to such symptoms. 
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lesion has been found, but I ask, Is it not an acci- 
dental accompaniment more than a causal lesion ? 
In all the cases I have read or heard of, the horse 
has been pole-axed, and it is just possible that in 
the fall the lesion is caused. 1 know that in horses 
killed by the pole-axe a broken first rib is not un- 
commonly the result of the fall, and it seems 
natural to infer that when either fore limb sustains 
no weight the impact with the ground should be 
greater upon the injured side than upon the other, 
and therefore that fracture of the first rib should be 
commonly found in these cases upon the affected 
side, At least one horse in ten killed by the pole- 
axe presents a broken first-rib, whatever be the 
cause which leads to the death, and we must be 
careful to distinguish between lesions which cause 
specific forms of lameness and those which result 
from it. 

With all respect to those who have found this 
“dropped” shoulder in conjunction with a broken 
rib, 1 would submit that it mostly occurs from in- 
jury to the triceps-extensor-brachii or its attach- 
ments, and that it is not easily reconciled with the 
condition they find on post-mortem examination, 
except as an effect of the mode of death, and not as 
cause of the diagnostic position. 


Royal College 
Of Veterinary Surgeons. 


QUARTERLY COUNCIL MEETING. 


7 The Quarterly Council Meeting of the Royal College of 
eterinary Surgeons was held at the College, Red Lion 
— Ist. Professor McCall 
esident, occupied the i d , 
The Secretary read the notice convening the meeting 
i ' the minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
The Secretary announced the result of the competiti 
é 1 petition 
for the “ Fitz-Wygram” Prizes. He stated that there 
bye eight candidates who competed for these prizes two 
—— withdrew during the theoretical examination 
- din London and Edinburgh on the 10th and 11th of 
a The practical and vivd-voce was held in London on 
uly. five who were highest 
L itten portion proceeded to the furth ‘ 
tical portion of. the eth 


Mr. 3 Bow, Ist Prize, £50, Royal V. Coll. London. 
2nd £30, Dick V. Coll. Edinburgh 
-Parker, 3rd _,, £20, New V. Coll. Edinburgh 
Weston, Dick Veterinary College, Edinburgh 
» ©. Ward, ew Veterinary College, Edinburgh 


The Secretary then read the following letter :— 


“ Kingston, Jamaica, B.W.I1. 
Institute of Jamaica, 
August 8th, 1890. 


. +he Board of Governors of this Institute desire par- 

gg to improve the methods of horse-shoeing in this 

fee The forthcoming Exhibition at Kingston, 
amaica, to be held in 1891, ,seems a favourable oppor- 


tunity for directing the attention of the people to this 
important art, so much neglected hitherto in Jamaica. 
I have thought that none would be so able to help us in 
attaining our aim as your important College which has 
already done so much in England, to ameliorate the con- 
dition of animals used in the service of mankind. Can 
you give us any information or direct us to any source 
whence we may obtain help in forming a useful and strik- 
ing exhibit illustrating the most improved methods in 
modern Farriery. Your courtesy and kindness will be 
much appreciated by the Board of Governors. 


I am Sir, yours faithfully, 
Jas. D. Forv, Secretary.” 
The Sec., R.C.V.S., London. 


Mr. Barrorp thought that if the above letter was 
published in the Journals, farriers in this country would 
take up the matter and assist. It would also be a good 
thing for the joint committee of the Farriers’ Company 
to know of the application. 

Dr. Fiemine then moved that the subject be referred 
to the joint committee of the Farriers’ Company. 

Mr. P. Tayior seconded the motion which was 
carried, 

It was agreed that in the meantime the letter should 
be acknowledged. 


The Secretary announced the following presenta- 
tion to the Library ; from the Board of Agriculture the 
Annual Report of the Veterinary Department 1889 with 
Appendix ; from the Editor of the Veterinary Record, a 
copy of Volume IT, 1889-90. 

On the motion of Mr. Cartledge seconded by Mr. 
Walters a vote of thanks was passed to the donors. 

The Secretary also announced the presentation by 
Professor Axe of a number of specimens for the 
museum. 

Professor AxE said that they consisted of between 
200 and 300 parasitical and anatomical specimens which 
he had very great pleasure in presenting to the College. 

On the motion of Mr. Barford seconded by Professor 
Williams, a vote of thanks was passed to Professor Axe 
for his gift. | 

Professor Axx in acknowledging the compliment said 
that he was indebted to the Museum Committee for per- 
mitting him to take liberties which he should not other- 
wise have dared to take, in obtaining mountings and 
various other things for the specimens. The Museum 
Comittee had been very active in renovating the mus- 
eum and he desired to express his indebtedness for the 
indulgence extended to him. 


The Secretary read the report of the Finance Com- 
mittee, which contained the quarterly statement of the 
Treasurer. It recommended that the present liabili- 
ties of the College should be discharged It also stated 
that the balance at the bank after the discharge of those 
liabilities would be £525 5s. 9d. The Committee also 
recommended to the Council that in future an estimate 
be obtained for two hundred and fifty copies of the 
the Register, as they lost by its sale at the present 
price. It also stated that some scheme should be 
drawn up for the purpose of recognising a bank in 
Scotland as bankers for the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons and the Board of Examiners in Scot- 
land. It also mentioned the desire which had been ex- 
pressed some two or three years ago that an honorarium 
should be presented to the Secretary in acknowledgment 
of his extra and assiduous services, and it was now pro- 
posed that the sum of £30 should be handed to him. 

Mr. Wrage moved the adoption of the report. 

Mr. Peter Taytor seconded the motion which was 
supported by the Chairman and carried unanimously, 
It was also agreed that power be given to the Treasurer 
to draw cheques for liabilities. 
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The Secretary sincerely thanked the members for 
their handsome ee which he need not say was 
highly appreciated. 

r. Rutuerrorp said that the plan which he at pres- 
ent adopted was to have an account in the name of the 
College with the Union Bank of Scotland. He signed 
the cheques for the Royal College, but he did not sign 
in his own name atall. He signed for the Royal College ; 
although the Royal College had no account there in the 
event of his death or bankruptcy, the College was per- 
fectly: safe. 

Mr. J. F. Suwpson said that the matter arose out of 
an application which Mr. Rutherford himself had made 
for instruction as to what he was to do with regard to 
money received by him. 

Mr. Rutuerrorp said it had been pointed out for a 
long time that it was not business-like for the Royal 
College not to have a recognised bank in Scotland, be- 
cause his agent had told him that in the event of a sec- 
retary choosing so to do there was a very large loophole 
for something like a larceny of the College funds. Every 
ha’penny that he received was paid into the Union Bank 
of Scotland, and all monies paid out of the bank were 
signed by him in the name of the College itself. He 
should suggest that that bank be named as the agent in 
Scotland in banking matters. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson said that those were suggestions 
which the Committee hoped to receive from Mr. 
Rutherford. The matter then dropped. 

On the Secretary rising to read the report of the 
Registration Committee. 

Mr. Huntine@ said that he thought the new regulation 
was that each chairman should read his own report. 

- Fremine :—It does not matter as long as it is 
read. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson :—It really means that the vice- 
Chairman is responsible for the report that the Secre- 
tary reads. 

Mr. Huntine :—It is hardly worth while making 
resolutions if they are not to be carried out. 

The Secretary then read the report, which con- 
tained the Solicitor’s report, from which it appeared that 
in the case of Messrs. Bristowe. Norris and Jesse Smith 
the offence complained of had been discontinued, The 
Lawrence Wilson prosecution had taken place, and he 
had been convicted. In the Rickards’ case a prosecn- 
tion had been commenced, but in consequence of the 
defendant absconding the summons had been dismissed. 

In the case of Mr, J. Tully the magistrate had refused 
to hear the case on the ground that an authority under 
the seal of the Council should be produced. ~ It also 
recommended that sealed authority to prosecute 
the following persons should be given, namely, John 
Tully, A. Harriss, otherwise Charles Harris Stephen 
Pettifer, and Charles Lambert. | They recommended 
the latter case as a test case to decide the meaning of 
the word “ veterinary” in use by unqualified in 
connection with a forge. It also mentioned that a 
telegram had been received from Mr. Miles against 
whom a prosecution had been instituted sequestion an 
adjournment of his case on the ground of inability to 
attend, which request had been complied with he 
also directed that an intimation should be sent to hin 
that it would be taken at the next meeting whether a 
was present or not. Cautionary notices were directed 
to be sent in several cases, Undertakings to di 
tinue had been received from W. Evans and J E Holt. 
Complaints had been received against Messrs. W C a 
and Sons for using the letters M.R.C.V\S.. and; lett md 
had been sent requesting information on ty 

Dr, FLEMING moved the adoption of the re a , 

Mr. Wuirtte sai e should like to see eve com- 
mittee have its independent chairman, and that chair. 


man to ve responsible for the work of the committee. 
He thought that in that way the business would work 
much more satisfactorily. As Mr. Greayes was Chair- 
man of the Finance Committee he thought that he 
should take that position for the whole year. 

Professor AxrE :—This may be an opportune moment 
to ask a question. It has been suggested that at the 
last meeting a resolution was passed to the effect that 
the chairman of committees should read the report of 
those committees. I should like to know if sucha 
resolution has been passed. I am more particularly 
concerned in connection with regularity and order from 
the fact that only recently, if you remember, the Col- 
lege decided that in reference to the preliminary exami- 


| nations that a certain standard should be adopted with 


regard to them. A notice was received by the College 
at Camden Town to the effect that only a second class 
certificate would be received. In consequence of that 
we altered our regulations to that effect, and subse- 
quently the Royal College determined that they would 
accept the third class certificate. We at Camden Town 
then declined to re-alter our regulation. We have a mind 
of our own if the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
has not, and we declined to alter our regulations. It gave 
rise to a considerable loss on our part. Wesaid “we 
won’t accept ; we are instructed by the Royal College 
that only a second class certificate is to be accepted ; 

we have altered our regulations in conformity with that, 

and we decline to alter them,’’ and the result has been the 
turning away from our school of a number of students 

simply because the Royal College does not know its own 

mind. Ithinkit is desirable that it should know its 

own mind, and I ask this that we may be in order. Has 

any resolution been passed by this Council to the effect 

that the chairmen of committees shall read the reports 

of those committees ? 

The Secretary :—No Sir. The wording is “ shall be 
vice-presidents and reporters.” 

Mr. Wuirrte :—In ninety-nine cases out of every 
hundred you will find that the Secretary reads all the 
reports. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson :—The object of appointing these 
vice-chairmen is to relieve the President. _ If the Presi- 
dent chooses to come he has a perfect right to take the 
chair if he chooses so to insist. 

The Prestpent :—In Scotland at all events the office 
I hold would entitle me to take the chair at the commit- 
tee meetings. 

The SecreTary then read the resolution which was 
passed at the last Council meeting to the effect that the 
reports of the committee meetings should be brought up 
and read by the vice-chairmen, and the matter then 
dropped. 

Mr. Tuarcuer (Solicitor) said that he had to request 
some gentleman would move and another gentleman 
second that the seal of the College be affixed to the dif- 
ferent authorities to prosecute. ed 

Dr. Fireminc moved and Mr. P. TaYLor 
a resolution that that the seal of the Council should 
affixed to those documents in order to make them 0% 
cial, which was carried. ber 

Mr. THATCHER in answer to a question by —_— “a 
said that he had thought that it would be sufficien 
put all the names upon one sheet. 
discussed on more than one occasion ; 
casion before a bench of magistrates at 
case was raised against him, and he wa - cht to 
cessful in convincing them that he had a perfect al ht 
prosecute without that necessity, but it had been tone 
by the Registration Committee safer that this form 
should take place. General 

Dr. Fiemrve then read the report of the + as the 
Purposes Committee, which recommended ne ning of 
walls and paint both inside and outside the bu 
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the R.C.V.S. required attention, it was thought that the 
repairing of the whole should be proceeded with, and 
the matter be left in the hands of Dr. Fleming and Mr. 
Wragg. It also stated that additional chairs were 
needed for the Council room, and it recommended that 
this matter should also be left to those gentlemen. The 
report stated that the committee had considered the 
question as to the alteration to be made in the double 
windows of the Council room which had been presented 
by Mr. Greaves, and the following was agreed to: that 
the opinion of an expert be obtained as to whether those 
double windows could be improved, and that Messrs. 
Moore and Co., be instructed to report forthwith. 

Dr. Fiemine moved the reception of the report. 

Mr. Wuittte said that it occurred to him that if the 
weather broke the effects of any improvement would be 
lost by next Spring. He therefore suggested the post- 
ponement of the whole thing till next Spring, when the 
entire building might be done up against the annual 
meeting next May. He thought that in the meantime 
better terms might be made. As far as the painting 
was concerned it was a very good season now so long as 
the weather was good, but if the weather broke all the 
new material would be washed off before it was dry. 
He thought that it would be best to put the work off 
and have a general renovation next Spring. 

Mr. Huntine said that as a domesticated individual 
he could appreciate Spring cleaning, but he thought that 
the work wanted doing and doing very badly. He had 
great pleasure in proposing that the report be adopted. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson seconded the motion which was 
carried. 

Dr. Fiemine said he begged to propose as an 
honorary associate of the R.C.V.S., the name of Profes- 
sor L.G. Neuman of Toulouse. They had just sus- 
tained a loss by the death of Professor Toussaint. Prof. 
Neuman was a man who occupied a very high position 
in the veterinary world in France and also in Germany, 
but what more especially entitled him to that honour 
was the fact that he had produced a work on animal 
parasites which was second to none. It had been ac- 
knowledged in Germany by several high authorities, and 
it had also been acknowledged in Italy that the work 
was a splendid one. It had also been recognised by the 
French Government, by whom the author had been re- 
warded. He therefore had great pleasure in moving 
that Professor Neuman be elected by the Council as 
an Associate of the R.C.V.S. He also begged to propose 
the name of Mr. W. T. Kendall of Melbourne, who had 
been some years in Australia, He was a man in every 
respect worthy to represent their profession there. He 
had just opened a school, and he had taken the lead of 
all schools in English speaking countries in showing 
the way with regard to an advanced curriculum. Mr. 
Kendall had imposed a period of four years study, and 
had also placed his fees at one hundred guineas. He 
reaper commenced a new Journal, who would go far 

Teport in every respect the pro 
progress of veterinary 


ciate, 


that of Mr, O. F. Coleman of Toronto. 


_ _ In the way of encouragement, | pathology. 
= as a matter of wisdom, he thought that Council | 
Should nominate Mr. Kendall to the position of Asso- | 
er He had also another name which he brought | 
lore them with a large amount of satisfaction ; it was , biologists. 


Copeland of Bolton; and C. F. Hogben; Professor 
Toussaint, Hon. Associate; H. Noakes, and J. A. 
Polding. 

Professor PENBERTHY said he should like to propose 
the name of M. Nocard of Alfort near Paris, who occu- 
pied a high position in the profession on the Continent, 
as an Honorary Associate of the R.C.V.S. 

Professor seconded the resolution, which 
was carried unanimously. 


THE SCHOLARSHIP QUESTION, 


Professor Wattry:—Before suggesting anything 
about my notice of motion I should like to ask what has 
become of the question raised with reference to the 
R.C.V.S. establishing a bursary to assist deserving young 
men to go on with their education. It was brought 
forward in a regular manner and passed over to a com- 
mittee—like some other things have been passed over, 
little or nothing has been heard of it since. The 
Finance Committee were to say whether the finances of 
the College would allow of it being done. I have myself 
heard no more about it except that the last time I was 
here I was told that it would be considered at the next 
meeting I attended. 

The Secretary :—It has been referred by the Com- 
mittee to a Council meeting at which Professor Walley 
should be present. 

Professor WauLEy :—Has the matter been brought 
befure the Finance Committee as to whether the finan- 
ces of the College will allow of it ! 

The Secretary :—That was the subject which was 
brought before the Finance Committee. 

Dr. Fiemine :—If I am right the committee was in 
grave doubts as to how it should be worked, and they 
could not go on until they had heard Professor Walley. 
There are four schools and if there is only one bursary 
how can it be applied. 

Professor Wa.uiry :—I shall be very happy to explain 
my views on this matter. The position I take up is 
—that so far as I can gather we in this country area 
long way behind all other countries in the matter of 
assisting young men to go on and perfect themselves in 
the work of their lives. | At present there is no fund or 
bursary or anything of the kind given to assist young 
men to improve themselves. It has occurred to me that 
this college could very well afford to give a bursary an- 
nually, to be competed for by the best students, the best 
of ali the colleges at the close of each May examination. 
I do not want td make it a question of schools, it is a 
question of improving the profession. Our profession 
is certainly very far behind all other countries in all 
scientific matters as far as I know. Now there are very 
many young men who have a taste for scientific work 
in pathological research and biology and so on, but 
they have not the means to go on and improve them- 
selves. Weseldom or ever produce—indeed, we have 
not produced more than one or two good teachers in 
We have no right to go out of the body of 
our profession for teachers in pathology. You cannot 
put your finger on more than half a dozen who can in 
the true sense of the word be called good pathologists or 
This is a standing disgrace to our profes- 


sion. Wehave Sir F. Fitzwygram’s excellent prizes, 


The Cuarrman said that in regard to Mr. Coleman | but they are given for the men who are the most compe- 


the matter had better be left for a short time as corres- 


pondence was at present going on with regard to that | given on any such grounds as I am advocating. 
, ‘ time has now come when this College should struggle 
he motion was then seconded, and carried unani- | 


gentleman. 


mously, 
The Secretary then read the obituary list, which 


tent in all the subjects of our curriculum: they are not 
The 


out of the old ruts and do something from within itself 
to improve the profession generally. I shall propose 
that this college give annually a bursary of 75 guineas to 


a amongst others the following names, which the most deserving student of the year—that is to the 
ad been reported since the last quarterly meeting :— | student who shall pass the best examination in patho- 


F. Durdon, A.V.D.: W. Markham of Rugeley; Henry | logical subjects—with the object of enabling him to go 
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wherever he likes, to the continent and elsewhere, in order 
to improve himself in the work. There will be questions 
arise as to the working of the bursary, but that is a mere 
matter of detail. I am merely pleading that the principle 
of the thing should be recognised, and that we should recog- 
nise our duty in the matter. There would also be the 
uestion of thename of the bursary, by what designation it 
should be known. It might very well be designated 
the Bursary of the R.C.V.S., but it has occurred to me 
that we might very well follow the example of other cor- 
porations and in giving this bursary might perpetuate 
the name or names of some who have gone from amongst 
us and whose names deserve to be perpetuated. If that 
view is held, I should propose that the bursary be called 
the Dray- Robertson Bursary. 
perpetuate the names of two men who did more 
during their lives for the R.C.V.S. and for the profession 
a. But that is a mere matter of detail: what 
want is that this council should recognise the necessity 
of improving the young men of the profession in the 
way. of pathological knowledge and research, and I shall 
propose that this college offer a bursary of 75 guineas a 
year to the best student of the year for the purpose of 
enabling him to prosecute his pathological studies. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson :—I rise to a point of order. I 
ver.ture to say that the establishment of such an im- 

ortant matter as a bursary is not covered by the words 
in the agenda “and for other business.” Iam not 
— to what Professor Walley has suggested, but I 
think we should have some notice of so important a 
matter, because I believe there are members of this 
Council who would prefer instead of establishing a bur- 
reid such as is pointed out that there should be scholar- 
ships. 

Professor WatiEy :—Mr. Simpson must be aware that 
this question has been before the council for twelve 
months, and was considered by a meeting of this Council. 
It was then handed over to the Finance Committee to 
consider and see whether the funds of the College would 
allow of it, and we are just in the position alluded to by 
Professor Axe of not knowing what we are doing. I do 
not care whether you call it a bursary or a scholarship. 
Dr. Fiemina seconded Professor Walley’s resolu- 

ion. 

Mr. Tayior moved as an amendment that it be again 
placed before the Finance Committee to know their 
position. 

Mr. Wraae seconded the motion. 

Mr. Huntina :—Where is the suitability of it } 

Mr. J. Simpson suggested thst it should be placed 
upon the agenda for the next Council meeting. 

Mr. R. Cox :—May I suggest that if it is to be again 
referred to the. committee, whether it will not bea proper 
time for Professor Walley to put a series of questions to 
which would be answered. 

ofessor WALLEY :—It has just been su 
by Mr. Hunting that another is the 
advisability, or their desire to hand over sums for a Sar 
lar purpose to this college to establish scholarships, If 
that is the case, the things might very well be considered 
together : L would therefore willingly withdraw my mo- 
tion, and propose that a select committee be a Oi nfo 
to take the matter into consideration, and Sree 
r. P. Taytor :—I will wi 
Ir. J. Stupson also withdrew hi 
Mr. Taylor having seconded the amen a 
of a special committee, the resolution was 

Mr. :Huntine can only sa j 
now before the Council of the Central Votetinns "Medi. 
. a to offer the Corporate Body £50 by way 
of es ing a nucleus of a prize fund, in the hope 


I do not think we could |. 


that other Societies will add to it and that this Col- 
lege will also add to it. 

Mr. Kipp :—I propose that the whole Council be the 
committee. 

Professor WALLEY :—I said a select committee. 

Mr. Barrorp :—It appears to me after what we have 
heard from Mr. Hunting, that it would only be fair that 
a portion of the committee should be members of the 
Central Veterinary Medical Association. 1 shall there- 
fore suggest two names, Mr. Hunting and Mr. Wragg. 

The committee was then appointed as follows :—Dr. 
Fleming, Professors Pritchard, Axe, McCall, Williams, 
and Walley; Mr. Walters, Mr. J. F. Simpson, Mr. 
Hunting, Mr. Wragg; Sir Frederick Fitz-Wygram. 


EXAMINATIONS. 


Professor WALLEY then gave notice that at the next 
meeting of the Council he would move the followiug 
resolution :— 

1. That the present period of study be extended by the 
addition of at least three terms, 

2. That the examination in Materia Medica be ren- 
dered more strict than it is at present, and that it 
shall include Practical Pharmacy. 

3. That the marks to be obtained by Students in the 
Matriculation Examination shall be 50 per cent. 
in reading and in writing to dictation, and 30 per 
cent. in all other subjects. 

He said: with your permission, Mr, Chairman, | 
will make a remark or two with reference to this. In 
the first place in reference to the Ist part. “That the 
period of study be extended by the addition of at least 
three terms.”’ I feel that the time has come when our 
curriculum should be extended. Some time ago we ex: 
tended it to three terms and as a teacher I feel that not- 
withstanding that fact, it still requires further exten- 
sion. Teachers feel that the time is not sufficient for 
the whole of the curriculum to be got through by the 
students at present in the Colleges, more particularly in 
reference to the last examination. The number and 
extent of the subject is so enlarged that it is almost m- 
possible for them to grasp it all in three terms. I refer 
to that period more particularly than to any other part 
ofthe curriculum. It would involve some alterations, 
not only in the teaching staff but also in reference to the 
examinations, how they should be distributed, and what 
should be included in each examination. With refer- 
ence to the 2nd part of the resolution, I might say that 
it is a matter of great importance that the examination 
in Materia Medica should be rendered more strict than 
at present. You are well aware that when the new regula- 
tions were made with reference to examinations, Materia 
Medica was put in a very secondary position, it was 
practically shelved. The result of this is that as far as 
I am concerned, and I think Professor Axe has expres 
sed the same view, young men will not take the trouble 
to get it up. Isay that no young man hasa right 
leave the college unless he can do something 1n pract 
pharmacy. Mr. Olver mentioned it to me ouly at 
last examination, and expressed himself much 1™ 4 
same way as I have just now expressed myself. fo : 
reference to the marks of the students I brought for 
ward a resolution to the effect that the number of wrbst 
to be obtained in each subject should be 50. T .. 
resolution was here, and was practically > 
acted upon, but I was told by almost everybody =f 
wards that 50 per cent. of marks in every subject 
too high. Iam told in Edinburgh by those conB 
with medical corporations that the percentage oe 
only 30, but unless a man can pass aD examinatie me 
the extent of 50 per cent. in reading, and ieee © ost 
dictation he has no right in our ee “ 
care what other corporations do, I am qu 
say that other oubgiais should have a smaller peroentag?, 
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but I think we should have this matter settled as early 
as possible. 

Mr. TriccER :—I would suggest that the time allowed 
for practical examination be extended from 15 to 30 
minutes. Ido not think it is possible properly to go 
into the subject in 15 minutes. 

Professor WaLLEy':—That would come on in my mo- 

tion. I simply give notice of a resolution to the effect 
that the practical examinations be extended. 
p Mr. Barrorp:—I take it that part of the practical 
examination would consist of operations, and I am sure 
that oy operation would almost exhaust the 15 minutes 
allowed. 


A New CHARTER. 


Mr. Huntine then moved the following resolution ;— 
“ That this Council, recognising the resolution carried 
at last Annual Meeting, and the wishes of a large 
section of the Profession, is of opinion that a Com- 
mittee should be appointed to thoroughly consider 
the subject of a new Charter, to embody and define 
the changes required, and to report to the Council.” 

If he was not out of order he desired to reserve any re- 
marks he might have to make. 

Mr. Mutvey ;—I beg to second this proposition. The 
question has now been before the profession for many 
years, and alteration has been asked for for many rea- 
sons, As this matter has been so fully considered be- 
fore it is clearly unnecessary to go into it now. 

Mr. J. F. Srmpson :—I rise for the purpose of saying 
that it is my intention to support to some extent the 
proposition made by Mr. Hunting, but I cannot accept 
it in the form in which he puts it. He says “ Recognis- 
ing the resolution carried at the last annual meeting.” 
Now, you will agree with me that the resolution which 
was passed at the annual meeting had nothing whatever 
to do with this Council. That meeting was called for 
the specific purpose of receiving the annual report; I 
won’t say advantage was taken, but certainly it opens 
the door for advantage being taken, by a small section of 
the veterinary aygesrg to call together their friends 
in order that they may carry a resolution at the annual 
meeting. That will be the case if we create a prece- 
dent by recognising the resolution passed as a proper one. 
If that part is eliminated from the resclution I am pre- 
pared to support the proposition that Mr. Hunting 
makes, but not for the same reasons. I am prepared to 
support itfor this reason. This new Charter outcry 

as been made a stalking horse or an excuse for issuing 
electioneering circulars. Whether it has been the 
means of inducing members of the profession to vote for 
those members who are advocating this alteration in the 
Charter 1 do not know, but at any rate I think if this 
Committee sits it will consider impartially every point 
that Mr. Hunting is likely to urge in favor of it, and 
every point that other members may be inclined to urge 
against it, and I venture to think that the committee 
will probably be able to submit to the Council a report 
a will oe the whole of the members of the 
ession that there is really nothing in this outcry. 
What individual members of, this Council would do if 
we should grant this Committee, and perhaps decide to 
have this new Charter—what they would do I do not 
know when they are deprived of this stalking horse. I 
think, therefore, it would be wise to let Mr. Hunting 
have this matter referred to the proper Committee who 
would have to consider it, the Parliamentary Committee, 
a was appointed to consider matters of this kind. 
t will be the proper committee to deal with it, but I 
refuse to support it if Mr. Hunting insists upon retain- 
ing the words “ recognising the resolution carried at the 
annual meeting. 


Mr. Kipp :—It is my intenti 
ting’s og y intention to support Mr. Hun 


Mr. Barrorp :—If we are going to refer it to a com- 
mittee it is useless wasting our time upon it. I think 
the proper committee is the Parliamentary committee. 

r. Huntine :—That is only an ornamental com- 
mittee which has done no work for years and which was 
selected for no practical purposc. 

Dr. Fiemine :—Committees which are appointed here 
are appointed for the purpose of being in readiness for 
any work that may have to be performed. I am a 
member of almost every committee, and I am certain 
that they are not ornamental. 

Mr. J. F. Srmpson:—Do I understand that Mr, 
Hunting withdraws these words ? 

Mr. Huntine :—I withdraw nothing. 

Mr. J. F. Stmpson :—I beg then to propose as an 
amendment that the matter be referred to the Parlia- 
mentary Committee. 

Mr. Watters seconded the motion. 

Mr. Huntine objected that that was not an amend- 
ment. 

Professor Wiiu1aMs :—I do not think you can make 
an amendment; you can propose a direct negative. 

Mr. J. F. Smwpson :—I am anxious that this matter 
should be discussed, but I should object to a select com- 
mittee. The Parliamentary committee when it was 
appointed did not anticipate that a matter of this kind 
would be raised. Therefore it would be an impartial 
committee. It would be manifestly unfair to appoint a 
committee, when Mr. Hunting would be able to nominate 
men who hold his peculiar views. 

Mr. Cox :—Mr. Hunting is perfectly in his right in 
giving notice of his intention to move. 

Mr. Wurrr.e :—Would you accept the whole Council 
as a committee ? 

Mr. Huntine :—Certainly. I therefore propose it in 
its present form, adding the words, “that the whole 
Council be the Committee appointed.” 

Mr. Wuirrt.e seconded the motion. 

Mr. Matcoum supported the resolution. 

The motion was put to the meeting, 13 voting for it 
and 1 against it. 


Tue Farriers’ SCHEME. 


Mr. Roatre Cox then brought forward the following 
suggestions for consideration by the Council: “That 
the following suggestions be considered by the Council. 
and amended or added to as may be agreed, and in their 
approved form be presented as a recommendation from 
the Koyal College of Veterinary Surgeons to be adopted 
and acted on by the Worshipful Company of Farriers : 

1. That each candidate for registration shall be 
required to furnish testimonial from his employer or em- 
ployers during the preceding twelve months, that he has 
been sober, and has not caused lameness or injury to a 
horse or other animal in shoeing during such period, 

2. That the examination of a candidate for registration 
shall embrace an examination held at a forge, on making 
fitting, and putting on an appropriate shoe tc a selected 
foot. 

3. That every shoeing-smith shall be required to 
possess a licence granted by the Worshipful Company of 
Farriers, and the same to be renewed annually, a small 
fee to be paid for the licence, and for its renewal. 

4. The licence so provided to be a printed form, to be 
signed by each employer during the year of its operation, 
and recording the date of commencing and terminatin 
each period of service, and the reason for leaving, oat 
also stating whether any and what injury has been 
caused by the licensee in shoeing any horse or other 
animal during the time of each service. 

5. In the event of a proprietor of a forge being made 
liable and caused to pay damages for any injury to a 


horse or other animal, it shall be held as evidence that 
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the shoeing-smith who had caused such injury is guilty 
of culpable carelessness or negligence. amounting ‘to 
cruelty, and the said shoeing-smith shall be liable to 
rosecution accordingly by the Royal Society for the 
yal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.” 
In doing so he said :—In explaining the object and 
intention of this motion I shall advise gentlemen pres- 
ent that the Worshipful Company of Farriers after long 
experience in connection with farriery, now propose to 
take under its «gis the art and practice of horse-shoeing. 
It desires to perform a good and laudable service for the 
benefit of the horse and its owner by endeavouring in 
the case of the horse to minimise as much as possible 
the liability to injury. Our College has accepted the 
responsibility of co-operating with the Royal Agricul- 
tural Society, and the Worshipful Company of Farriers 
in endeavouring to further this purpose. This Col- 
lege is especially enabled to afford useful assistance by 
its advice from its conversance with horse-shoeing and the 
practical details of its work. This College having 
romised to afford its help in this direction, this motion 
is intended to initiate fulfilment of this pledge. The 
Society of Farriers has elaborated a scheme to assist in 
carrying out this purpose. It is proposed that there 
should be a registration of some of the working shoeing 
smiths, and later on that there should be assistuynce 
given to them in preparing apprenticeships, and techni- 
cal education and examinations. With a view of fur- 
ther registration I venture to make some suggestions 
here. Although I cannot acknowledge myself to be 
second to anyone here in hearty good wishes for the suc- 
cess of this scheme, I must say I am less sanguine than 
many seem to be of any good resulting from this pro- 
posed early registration. I might now mention the 
point of promoting apprenticeship. The necessity for 
it is widespread and universal, for the men who work in 
this craft can be counted by thousands. Therefore if 
the Society proposes to help in a pecuniary way this 
apprenticeship business I think it is a very laudable pur- 
pose. Then in reference to practical instruction, apart 
from dexterity, there is very little by way of practical 
instruction which can be introduced and imparted be- 
yond the introduction of two models of a horse’s foot, 
the one being a vertical section, and the other a trans- 
verse. By this it would be seen by the shoeing-smith 
how he might introduce a nail without prejudice, why 
he may go so far and no farther. It depends, however 
chiefly upon his manual dexterity. My motion sug. 
gests, and this is the most important part of it, (for I 
think in this the Worshipful Company of Faraiers will 
be able to do much more good than in all the other 
points suggested by the scheme), that (every man who 
undertakes to shoe a horse shall be called upon to hold 
a licence to enable him to do so, This is especially im- 
portant, because it would be seen that these misadven- 
tures, serious in their results and consequences may 
entail no responsibility whatever upon the man who is 
guilty of the business. I think, therefore, it would be 
very important that this should be undertaken by the 
Worshipful Company of Farriers, and if it has not been 
legal before to-day, its power could not be better speat 
than in obtaining the legal right to do it. I thank you 
for having kindly allowed me to detain the Council so 
long, but [ could scarcely help doing so in order that we 
may formulate something which might be of use, 

Dr. FLEMING :—I might mention that the joint com- 
mittee which is sitting upon this matter has already 
taken action. We have appointed a chairman of in- 
struction, and the committee has met twice, and of course 
a course of lectures has been determined ‘on, But this 
matter which Mr. Cox brings before us now I think our 
College might accept and refer to the joint com- 
+ age of the Farriers’ Company. It is a matter which 

ey can well deal with, and it would receive every 


attention. I do not know whether the council should 
make any formal resolution, but a sub-committee has 
been appointed for instruction. That has been at work, 
and certain resolutions have been adopted, and if Mr. 
Cox’s suggestions are referred to the Farrier’s Compan 
I think they will be well weighed, and, if possible, ad- 
opted. 


Mr. TriccEeR :—The first part of the resolution seems 
to me to be very hard: “That each candidate for 
registration shall be required to furnish testimonials 
from his employer or employers during the preceding 
twelve months, that he has been sober and has not 
caused lameness or injury to a horse or other animal in 
shoeing during such period.’ I think the clause very 
arbitrary. The second clause I take no exception to at 
all, The third clause again I think is arbitrary: “ That 
every shoeing-smith be required to possess a license 
granted by the Worshipful Company of Farriers, and 
the same to be renewed annually, a small fee to be paid 
for the license and for its renewal.’’ Why is he to do 
this if he has done nothing to forfeit his character? You 
do not ask us to come and renew our diplomas; you 
strike us off the list if any cause of complaint is against 
any of us; to insist upon a man renewing his licence 
annually when he might be burdened with a large family 
I think is very arbitrary. The last item I take very 
serious objection to. I take it that it is superfluous and 
urnecessary. Of course if a shoeing-smith be proved to 
have injured a horse he is liable to be proceeded against. 
Therefore I look upon the last clause as absolutely 
superfiuous. I shall be obliged to move an amendment 
that this be reconsidered before it be sent to any corpor- 
ate body like the Fzrriers’ Company. 


Mr. Huntine :—I have not very much to add to what 
Mr. Trigger has said, but I would point out that the two 
gentlemen who have spoken are members of the Far- 
riers’ Committee, and therefore probably know what the 
Farriers’ Company are doing. As I understand they 
both approve of these resolutions. 


Dr. Fiemine :—I did not approve of them; [ ex- 
pressed no opinion one way or the other. 

Mr. Huntine:—I accept Dr. Fleming’s correction 
that he has no opinion of the subject. Mr. Cox said he 
had a very good feeling for, but not much hope of the 
success of the Registration scheme ; but if these resolu- 
tions were carried he might give up all hope at 
once. There is one little item that seems to be over- 
looked. The man to be registered in these’ days of 
trades’ unionism, in the year 1890, in England, who 
would submit to these resolutions is not to be found. 
There is not one single resolution here which, if we did 
approve them, would be worth the paper it is written on. 
I can hardly understand how this Council could 
asked to pass such a set of resolutions. 

Dr. Fiemine :—Might I put it that they are not re 
solutions but only suggestions. . 

Mr. Hunting :—That I accept as a verbal correction, 
but it does not alter the sense of the thing in the 
slightest. The first “ suggestion” says that a man must 
be sober. Now, everyone knows that the soberest men 
are not always the best farriers. I have had drunken 
farriers who were really the very best workmen ; and h 
had to choose between teetotalers who were not wort 
their salt, and farriers who drank too freely. | — 
register the best men. Then as to the annual repo 
that they are asked to make. I know of only one = 
of men who have to report themselves annually, t ° 
ticket-of-leave men; and it is rather an insult to @ ol 
rier to put him on a level with a ticket-of-leave os 
Mr. Trigger says that the last suggestion 1s superfiuonts 
but I say that these things are not merely superflue my 
but they would make a laughing-stock of this profeess i 
and this Council if they were passed, and would at ° 
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damn this scheme by getting the back up of every far- 
rier who is a man in this Kingdom. 

Professor WALLEY :—I may be allowed to say that as 
regards the first clause, I agree in some sense with what 
has been said with reference to a man being sober, but I 
should take it that it would not be in the sense of a man 
being sober for the whole year, and it would be a very 
unfair thing to strike him off for just a slight breaking 
out. What Ido object to in the suggestions is this: 
they go on to say, “and has not caused lameness or 
injury to a horse or other animal in shoeing during such 
period.” Really, I think that is exceedingly arbritary, 
Is there a shoeing-smith in the world who does not in 
some way or other injure a horse? He is very lucky if 
he does not. If it were “wilfully damages a horse” 
then it would do away with the fifth suggestion ; but 
even that, I think, is going rather too far. If it can be 
shewn that he has done it from carelessness, or negli- 
gence, then the Farriers’ Company should take cogni- 
zance of the matter, but in its present form I think it 
certainly should not be in any way accepted. As for the 
last clause I quite agree that it is not necessary at all, 
because a man would assuredly be prosecuted by some- 
body if it was known that he had done this. 

Mr. Barrorp :—I desire to corroborate several of the 
previous speakers in disagreeing with the last clause. I 
have had the good fortune, or not good fortune, to 
be the proprietor of a forge for forty years, and I do 
not think [ever recollect an instance in which I could 
charge a man in employ where he pricked a horse in 
wanton cruelty. The best workmen in the world are 
liable to prick a horse once now and then, but that I 
should go into my forge and say it is a piece of wanton 
carelessness, neglect, and cruelty, I should certainly 
altogether object to using such very strong words, for I 
do not think they are pertinent to the case at all. 

Mr. J. F. Suwpson :—I agree entirely with what Mr. 
Trigger has said. I do not think we should hamper 
this joint committee by suggestions from this Council. 
The Worshipful Company of Farriers have some re- 
presentatives from this Council, and I think the matter 
may be fairly left to them. With regard to the last 
proposition that we should take our revenge, for that 
really seems to me what it would be, that if a proprietor 
of a forge should be held liable for the exceptional or 
otherwise pricking of a horse we should come upon that 
man and bring his case before the Royal Society for 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and prosecute him ; 
I think it looks like having our revenge and being vin- 
dictive,and I utterly disapprove of it. I hope we shall 
— no representations to this joint committee, because 
; think that as we have already sent representatives 
rom this College to meet those of other Associations 
that is quite sufficient. 

Mr. RutHerrorp :—I have been making some en- 
—, and I find it is the case that the Worshipful 

ompany of Farriers have no members in Scotland, 
ee of their recommendations would extend to Scot- 
rer except by the special wish of the Scotch farriers. 

8 lar as the recommendations go, the first one does not 
Seem to be tenable at all, and is not based upon my ex- 
ere of farriers or farriery. The farrier does not 
— who does not help to lame a horse or many horses 
oe ke pa It is impossible to shoe a number of 
it w _ not occasionally lame some. I do not think 

would be fair to expect so much as seems to be re- 


cases of lameness do not occur. I would say that the 
owner of a forge who could say deliberately that his men 
had been guilty of culpable carelessness would be laying 
himself open to an action at law. I must therefore op- 
pose these recommendations. 

Dr. Fremine :—I think that the council may well leave 
to the joint committee the arrangement for the carrying 
out of the objects of the Farriers’ Company. I think 
the Council is well represented, and I think they are 
determined if possible to make the matter a success. I 
would therefore ask Mr. Cox to withdraw his suggestions 
on the assurance that every attention will be given to 
the matter which is now before the Farriers’ Company. 
We have had experience of horse-shoeing and I am sure 
that the experience of the members will be taken by the 
joint-committee. The suggestions are rather super- 
fluous because the representatives of the College will 
advise the Farriers Company how far it can be done. 
For myself I cannot see any means of carrying out the 
suggestions. There is no Act of Parliament to compel 
these men to register themselves and without that you 
cannot prevent a man practising his shoeing work. The 
object of the scheme is to encourage men to do better 
work and not to punish them. A license will simply be 
given to men who excel in shoeing. 1 trust therefore 
that Mr, Cox will not take it amiss if I suggest that 
these resolutions might be withdrawn. 

Mr. Roatre Cox :—Before I attempt to reply I shall 
at once cheerfully accede to the suggestion of Dr. Flem- 
ing. I have been influenced by one desire in making 
these suggestions, viz. to assist the College in carrying 
this scheme out. All I have said can only touch the 
bad man, and will be a premium to the merit of the 
goodman. I meant nothing harsh to the farrier in 
what I said, I think him exceedingly competent in the 
majority of cases, and every right feeling working farrier 
will acknowledge this as a premium to his goodness and 
it will only touch the bad workman. Of course I will 
withdraw most willingly. . 

On the motion of Mr. Whittle a hearty vote of thanks 
was passed to the President, and the meeting terminated 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


A MEDICAL OFFICER ON CATTLE DISEASES, 


The half-yearly meeting of the members of tbe 
Nantwich Branch of the Cheshire Dairy Farmers’ 
and Milksellers’ Association, was held at the Lamb 
Hotel, Nantwich, on Thursday. Mr. 8. Fitton, 
Chairman. 

The minutes of the last meeting having been read 
the Chairman made a verbal report of what had 
taken place since the last half-yearly meeting. 


Contacious Diseases AND 
SANITARY ADMINISTRATION, 


Dr. Fox, medical officer of health for the com- 
bined Urban and Rural Sanitary Authorities of 
Mid-Cheshire, read a paper on the above subject, in 
the course of which he said, if pestilential diseases 


Fe here from the licensees. The second recommen- 
an ae entirely disagree with. The third I agree with, 
fault of the fee. The fourth | have 
thirk nd with. But as for the fifth clause, I do not 
delib, ora moment that any blacksmith in the world | 
“om erately lames a horse, in fact 1 may say that it has | 
Fe tg rae of marvel to me how, considering the hun- | 
of thousands of nails that are driven every day, | 


among cattle were to become like the greater 
human pestilences, things of the past, this desir- 
able result would only be accomplished by subject- 
ing cattle to the same improved sanitary regula- 
tions. Every one concerned with animal life 
should remember, and should lay it to heart, that 
no pecuniary gain was to be achieved in the long 
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run by a sacrifice or a neglect of sanitary require- 
ments. Were their shippons overcrowded, and had 
their cows insufficient air space for breathing, 
trouble and loss, in the shape of diseases, were sure 
to be the result. Did their cows stand head to 
head, with no middle ventilation, each breathing 
over and over again the breath of the opposing cow? 
Tuberculosis could not but arise from so insanitary 
an arrangement. Was the water supply for their 
cattie charged with injurious clements, or was the 
ventilation of their sleeping-places insufficient, or 
the drainage inadequate, and the refuse imperfectly 
removed ? 
upon their stock just as injuriously as similar con- 
ditions in their houses would upon their children, 
were they subject to the same. The Contagious 
Disease (Animals) Act, 1878, first brought dairies. 
cow-sheds, and milkshops within the sphere of 
special sanitary legislation. In 1885 the Dairies, 
Cow-sheds, and Milksbops Order was promulgated. 
The first department upon which it was required in 
the order that regulations should be made was “ for 
the inspection of cattle in dairies.” Under this 
order he was not to be content with inspecting the 
sanitary arrangements of their dairies and shippons, 
but he was also instructed to inspect the cattle 
themselves. | He had no wish to encroach upon the 
department of the veterinary surgeon, and the view 
he had taken of it was to prepare himself tu give 
advice as to the symptoms manifested by any ani- 
mals in a suspicious or doubtful condition that might 
come under his notice in a general examination. 
What he might call the recent fully-developed 
slaughtering mania did not seem to afford indica- 
tion that every possible fresh light should be brought 
to bear upon the infectious diseases of cattle, and 
the best mode of dealing with them. If ‘they had 
heen able to stop the ravages of virulently infec- 
tious diseases amongst human subjects without 
wholesale resort to the pole-axe, why should they 
not do the same amongst cattle? The present 
policy was sure to’ be suecessful—no cattle, no dis- 
ease—and that was what they might conceivably 
come to, because it was not the infected animals 
only, which were to be slaughtered, but also those 
which had been herded with them. And even here 
the massacre did not end, but if the animals in the 
next tarm had been separated only by a rail fence 
then those in the adjoining farm were to be slaugh- 
tered likewise. Was there ever such a policy of 
acknowledged ignorance? In the absence of ex- 
tended knowledge it might be a policy of temporar 
expediency, at the same time it must be pd 
knowledged that a policy of suppressing “an 
epidemic by wholesale and promiscuous slaughter 
was one of barbarous ignorance and reckless 
waste. It relegated itself back to a policy of 
the Dark Ages when there was no scientific detanail 
nation as to the modes of the spread of all the 
various zymotic affections. In conclusion. Dr 
Fox said there was one great benefit in the Act of 
1890; and that : 

j was that compensation for slaugh 

tered stock was paid for out of the imperial, j ae 
of the county exch 
ans but the compensation was 
miserably inadequate. It included only the mar- 


All those conditions would operate’ 


ket value of the stuck at the abattoir, and took no 
account of the weekly earnings of a milk-giving 
cow, nor of the loss of business and possible loss of 
futnre connection ensuing, nor of the loss of use of 
crops. and the enhanced value at which a renewed 
stock must be purchased. He should be pleased to 
place any knowledge he possessed, or any influence 
his office might give him, at their disposal in such a 
way that their interests might have full considera- 
tion, whilst at the same time they were seeking to 
realize a full benefit to the country from a discrimi- 
nating and intelligent conformity to the require- 
ments of the statute. 

The Vice-Chairman proposed a vote of thanks to 
Dr. Fox for his interesting and valuable paper, 
which was carried, 


WARRANTY OF A COW. 


At Kirkby Lonsdale, J. Jackson, sued J. Hodkinson 
for £18 15s., the price of a cow sold to him as sound, 
but which had turned out a screw. M. Tilly appeared 
for plaintiff and Mr. Tatham for defendant.—Complain- 
ant said: Iam a farmer living at Burton-in- Lonsdale. 
On the 20th of August I was coming from Bentham 
market and was going to Tatham. On coming to Ben- 
tham church I met defendant, who was driving a cow. 
I stopped and asked defendant if the cow was for sale, as it 
looked like suiting me. Defendant sait “ Yes,” aud in 
answer to my inquiry stated that he wanted £22 forit. 
He (plaintiff) stopped and looked at the cow, and at the 
same time noticed than it hoozed a little. I mentioned 
this to defendant, who at once stated that the cow was 
honest and right, and that he was only parting with it 
because he had net enough keep for it. At the same 
time two men named Metcalfe and Whitfield came up, 
and I mentioned to the former that I was having some 
trade, and asked him how much it was worth. These 
two men heard defendant state that the cow was honest 
and right. After some bargaining I offered defendant 
£18, but the bargain was not struck. Defendant stated 
again that the cow was low in condition but that he ha 
milked it hard or else he would have wanted £24 for it. 
I subsequently left, and when I had gone a few y 
further I called out and said I would give another 10s. 
Defendant at once said I could have it. I told him! 
could not pay him that day, but if he would bring the 
cow to my house next day 1 would pay him for it. The 
defendant, however, took the cow to my house at onee, 
and after some delay in Bentham I followed and over- 
took him. I noticed again that the cow had a nast) 
cough and mentioned the fact to defendant, who — 
that he had had to run the cow out of a field close Y; 


and this caused it to breathe heavily. When I rr 
home we had tea together, and as defendant di ah 


leave I asked him if he wanted pay for the cow, a2 1 
said he had some sheep to pay for that day, and he wo “ 
be glad of the money. I consequently went 4 se 
rowed the money and paid him. Next day! — felt 
examined the cow, and I heard her hooze aga! the cow 
suspicious something was wrong. I thought dsaW 
was not sound, and on the following day I went 4» Idi 
defendant, and told him I would return the cow uid have 
not consider it sound. Defendant stated he w° 
nothing to do with her. On the same day the 


examined, and as the veterinary surgeon P on have 
the cow unsound, I left her on the premises, iam: 
not seen her since.—Cross-examined by par a ques 


I will swear there was a warranty given and 


d right. 


tion of opinion, he said the cow was honest ab 
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David Metcalf stated that he was coming on the road 
past Bentham church when plaintiff and defendant were 
standing there. He heard the defendant say the cow 
was honest and right.—In answer to the Judge, witness 
said he did not think the cow was marketable. He saw 
it a fortnight afterwards at the Royal Oak, Bentham, 
after it had calved, and it was a great deal worse. It 
hoozed a great deal and was very thin in condition.— 
Mr. Whitfield corroborated last witness with respect to 
the warranty, and further stated that he had seen the 
cow, which was standing at the Royal Oak, Bentham, 
almost every day since. It had certainly got worse. 

Mr. Reali, veterinary surgeon, said I saw the cow on 
the 22nd., just before calving. Plaintiff took me to the 
Royal Oak. Upon examination, I found her lungs 
affected. The disease was chronic, and must have been 
on the cow some time. It coughed frequently, and, in 
my opinion, an ordinary observer could have seen the 
cow was not right. 

Richard Harrison said: I am a cattle dealer, and know 
the animal well. The defendant came to me and asked 
me if there was any chance of selling it in the auction 
mart. I told him if I sold the cow it would be only for 
what she was worth, as I considered her only a screw. 
This was in May.—In answer to the Judge, witness said 
he did not like the look of the cow, she was poor and 
coughed badly. 

Mr. Tatham said he hoped to be able to prove, by the 
help of two veterinary surgeons, that the cow wasall right 
at the present time, and also by the farmer’s man who 
had milked the cow ever since she calved. 

Mr. Miller, M.R.C.V.S., said he examined the cow on 
Tuesday last, after she had calved, and he considered 
her perfectly sound. Ifthe cow had been in the con- 
dition stated by plaintiff, she could not have got over 
her calving—In cross-examination by Mr. Tilly, he 
owned the cow had a slight cough, and he was not at all 
surprised to hear that the cough had been on the cow 
since May last. 

Mr. Tilly stated that owing to the extraordinary 
amount of swearing for and against the state of the cow, 
he would leave the matter in the judge’s hands to have 
the cow examined by a thoroughly competent person. 

The Judge said the Court was put into a very awkward 
position indeed ; it would of course entail considerable 
expense. He was perfectly amazed at the difference of 
opinion expressed by gentlemen who should be capable 
of judging of the cow’s condition. He should appoint 

r. Bell, of Carlisle, to examine the cow. 

Mr. Tilly and Mr. Tatham both agreed to this, the 
former remarking “ if games like these are played the 
guilty should suffer.” 

At the resumed hearing evidence was given that Mr. 
Bell had examined the cow in the presence of the par- 
ties, and pronounced it to be suffering from lung disease 
of long standing. Consequently, as directed by his 
Honour, the verdict is entered for the plaintiff with costs, 
including Mr. Bell’s fee. 


The Cat in Antiquity. 

Was the cat, as a fireside pet, known to the 
ancients? If it was, was it as the domestic animal 
familiar 10 ourselves, or was it simply as a domesti- 
cated savage, like the monkey or the gazelle ? Prof. 
'rcnow inclines to the latter opinion. Having 
examined the mummies of Egyptian cats, he found 
oe had nothing in common with our feline friznd. 
he cats of antiquity, according to other archevlo- 
S'sts, were slenderer than ours, and approached the 
Weasel in appearance. But Signor Saglio, the dis- 
tinguished Italian scholar who is engaged on the 


magnificent “ Dictionary of Greek and Roman Anti- 
quities ” now in course of publication at Paris, under 
the editorship of Daremberg, read the other day 
before the Academy of Inscriptions a memoir on the 
subject, in which he holds a contrary opinion to that 
of Virchow. ‘The cat in ancient times was. he main- 
tains, the identical domestic animal known to modern 
Europe. On Etruscan tombs he has found paint- 
ings which represent the cat as a regular inmate of 
the house of the deceased. one of these pictures — 
showing us a company at dinuer, and the cat toying 
under the table with bones of chicken or partridge. 
Signor Saglio further refers Prof. Virchow to the 
British Museum. where on two water jars belonging 
to the fifth century B.c. domestic cats are depicted 
in a * Scuola di Musica.” Of these cats one is held 
by a string and another stands upright on a foot- 
stool while a boy offers it a dainty. There are 
other pictorial representations, according to the 
accomplished Italian archeologist, which prove 
that the cat was cherished in antiquity as one of the 
most useful, as well as graceful, domestic animals, 
inspiring the affection bestowed on it by eminent 
persons of al] times--from Mahomet to Petrarch, 
from Montaigne to Hoffmann and Dumas.—The 
Lancet. 


The Veterinary Department of the Board of 
Agriculture. 


It is clear from the range of the work to be done 
that it is intended that the director of the Veteri- 
nary Department shall have under his control much 
the same machinery as the medical director of the 
Local Government Board has at his disposal. Should 
this be tLe case, most satisfactory practical and 
scientific results may be anticipated with confidence. 
Arrangements have been made by the board to 
place at the disposal of the director a completely 
equipped histological and bacteriological laboratory, 
and when this is fitted up and_ in full operation it 
may be expected thatfrom it and from the various 
vld-standing and recently instituted laboratories 
eveu more work in the department of comparative 
pathology and therapeutics may come than has 
already issued from such laboratories. ‘There have 
been, and are still, good workers, and there are 
many others to whom only opportunity is wanting to 
develop into accurate scientific observers and in- 
vestigators ; and, much as the voluntary principle 
is to be admired, and averse as most scientific men 
are to too free Government subsidising of scientific 
work and workers, it must be agreed that much 
encouragement might be given by Government de- 
partments if they would give out a larger amount 
of fairly remunerated work than they do at present. 
The directors of both the medical and veterinary 
departments are struggling with many problems in 
the solution of which they would be only too glad 
to receive outside assistance, and had they funds at 
their control there can be little doubt that they 
would avail themselves of the assistance that might 
be obtained from men working under the guidance 
of the heads of experimental laboratories than they 
are able to under existing conditions, Many of the 
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laboratories which are at present maintained en- 
tirely by voluntary effort or private benefaction 
would be able to extend very materially their sphere 
of usefulness by the addition of very moderate 
Government subsidies, and in return, these various 
departments would have a claim for assistance in 
any special work on which they might be engaged.— 
The Lancet. 
Scepticism and Asepticism. 

The following letter from the British Medical 


Journal, seems quite to reconcile the apparent differ- | 


ences between Mr. Lawson Tait’s practice and Sir 
Joseph Lister’s theory. 


Sir, 

Does not the difference in opinion and the equality 
of success in practice of Mr. Tait and the Listerians 
admit of easy explanation? Is it not this? Septic 
infection is the result of traumatic putrefaction. 
For traumatic putrefaction two elements are neces- 
sary; Ist, Putrescible material; and 2nd, a fer- 
ment or infective germ. If either be absent no 
putrefaction can occur and no infection result. 

Mr. Tait removes the putrescible material, coagula 
and shreds of dead tissue, by flushing and drainage 
—the ferment having then no pabulum may be 
freely admitted with impunity. 

Sir Joseph Lister excludes the ferment by filtra- 
tion of the air and by germicides, and thus prac- 
tically sterilises the putrescible material, if any be 
left in the wound. : 

Thus in either case one element which is essential 
to the putrefactive process is removed, and the other 
which is left is by itself innocuous. But is it wise 
to be exclusive in the employment of one or other of 

these methods? Is that which is more applicable to 
the purpose of the gynaecologist nevessarily best 
suited to’ those of the surgeon? Are the principles 
that guide the gynecologist in an abdominal section 
necessarily those that should be adopted by the 
surgeon in the treatment of a compound fracture of 
the skull or the excision of an upper jaw ? Surely 
the wisest course is to endeavour to determine those 
cases to which either method is most applicable.—I 
am etc. Joun Eric Ericusen, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE R.8.P.C.A. AND VETERINARY SURGEONS. 


Sir,—-The activity being just now displa 
Society and its interference with veterinary 
duces me to offer a few remarks on the methods ado 
and to ask the question of the profession :—What attitude 
ought we to assume to « society which in the past has done 
so much good, and deserved our support, but by its aggres- 
= —_ as it appears to me, wanton interference with our 
if not a new, at least a formidable 
Within a few days two veterinary surgeons 
are prosecuted for doing what in their 
of some of the ablest men in the profession, was a right and 
proper thing to do in the exercise of their profession. I was 
& witness in Leeney’s case, and although not called I am 
in possession of the real facts of the case. The horse 
Leeney was haled to the police court 
“past six on a warm ing i 
soft field opposite the defendant’s 


legged as well as a refractory subject to chloroform, and 
was not released from the hobbles till 7.30., when it was 
found that he was unable to rise, and the defendant very 
properly desired to give him time to completely recover 
from chloroform, or cramp, or whatever else ailed him, till 
he should be quite sure that some irreparable injury had 
been parece th Meantime a message, delayed since 11 a.m., 
was brought to Mr. Leeney, and being under three miles 
from home he thought he could drive there and be back in 
time to settle the question of broken back or not. Before 
leaving home he sent a mounted messenger to the knacker, 
and left instructions at home that if he did not return in 
two hours, and the horse was still helpless, that it was to 
be killed. ln two honrs and five minutes Mr. Leeney 
returned to find the police in possession, etc.. etc. 

These are the real facts. Now hear what the prosecution 
said through the mouth of their solicitor. ‘‘ Having un- 
nerved the horse the defendant left it in the field without 
covering (on a warm August evening), without support (a 
bag of chaff was placed under the neck), and then drove 
away to Godstone, a distance of some eight miles, to blister 
a horse, a matter that might have been done equally well 
the next day or the next week.” The case was one of 
pneumonia. and the blistering consisted of applying mus- 
tard to the sides. Now. the Society’s officer went to this 
client (Dadswell by name), and ascertained these facts, and 
yet, please note the manner in which his humane conduct 
was described, i.e., ‘‘ went to Godstone, about eight miles, 
to blister 2 horse that would have done the next day or the 
next week.” If this is not manufacturing evidence and 
making wilful mistatemeuts then a spade is no longer a 
spade. By such low cunning the Society secures some of 
the convictions which satisfy its subscribers who do not 
understand, and could not believe that it would so stoop. 

Now for the professional evidence. The chief evidence 
was that of John Tully, an unqualified, unregistered man 
who had, a fortnight previously, been charged with contra- 
vening the Veterinary Surgeons Act by calling himself a 
veterinary surgeon, charged, I may add, on Mr. Leeney’s 
information. Nothing in the way of comment is necessary 
here surely! 

Professor Pritchard I name second for another reason, 
namely that he came to give evidence on a hypothetical 
case stated to him as follows:—‘‘ If a veterinary surgeon 
unnerved a horse, and in doing so broke his back, would it 
be an act of cruelty to leave him struggling in a field for 
four hours?” Yes, says Mr. Pritchard, and upon this 
hypothesis he gave evidence!! That no injustice be done 
to Professor Pritchard, let me explain that none of the wit- 
nesses who made the four hours statement were cross: 
examined, and Mr. Leeney’s solicitor* did not take any 
notice of their contradictions as to time; had he done 80 
he could have proved that two hours, and not four; was the 
time the horse was allowed to live. 1 believe ‘that Prof. 
Pritchard’s answers would have been quite different had he 
known the real facts. 

Of Mr. Eggleton’s case I know nothing beyond the news- 
paper report, but if veterinary surgeons are not able to 
judge of what is best to be done with sick or injured horses 
who is? Any passing busybody, any malicious neighbout, 
or country constable ? 

I venture to think, sir, it is time we met and agreed to 
some common action as was done over the docking question: 
The R.5.P.C.A. can fight country practitioners 10 detal 
when not defended as Leeney was by the highest log A 
sional ability, but it will be remembered that meeting the 
profession face to face at Manchester, Mr. Colam ™ . 
most undignified and precipitate retreat. ntin'te 

One more remark on the attitude of the Society 9 
veterinary surgeons. In The Animal World for —— vw 
in an editorial on “Rabies,” veterinary surgeons. = 
charged with condemning dogs as rabid because It Mr 
their interests to do so. This calumny was met by ‘esl 
Leeney in the next issue of The Animal World, and & logy. 
note added by the Editor which made no pretence of 4p? om 
but nnenten merely to find fault with the author s sty 

Apologising for trespassing so far on your space,— 


* “ Neglect to slaaghter *’ is not an offence—this has been made to 
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